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Har'vard • s UFO expert probed over- a I i en ab duet ion theory 2 \ 2-1 l t.\- -

'By Gene Emery 1 C..'2-Q 
CAMBRIDGE' Massachusetts <Reuter> - Ever. by the sometimes ' 

ccentric standard• of his colleague~ on the teaching staff at 
larvardt Dr John M•ck' is an oddity. 

Mack' a psychiatrist attached to Harvard's prestigious 
1edical School, believes mi 11 ic1ns of humans may have been 
~bducted by space ~tien~. His WQrk is being investigate~ by a 
~anel appointed by the dean of the medical school -- a rare c.nd 
uncomfortable ~ositlon for a tenured professor. 

Thi~ week Mack• break;ng a long silence' agreed to take 
quest i c•ns f'rom reporters on a conference c:a I I. He seemed to be a 
man wrestling with two parallel universes. 

Whi Je admirers have compared his voyage into the realm of 
Unidentified Flying Objects <UFOs> with that of Columbus' 
critics are raising serious questio~s ab~ut his methods for 
tre2'tiog people who believe they have been kidnapped and 
subjected to experiments by sometimes-hostile aliens. 

Asked if he has paid a price for exploring a topic many 
people regard •S just plain kooky, Mack responded: 
"absolutely." The cost1 he said• has come in "energy1 time' 
mol\t!Y• attack and ~riticism .. Ors the other hanct. it's been wc•rth 
it because I think it's contributed to opening pe~ple's minds to 
some shirt in consciousness." 

In many ways. the•• are the best and the worst of times f~r 
the talented Harvard professor, who w~n a 1~77 Pulitzer Prize 
for his biography of T.E. Lawrence <Lawrence of Arabia>. 

His hardcGver be!>tsel ler "Abductir.-ns: Humafl Encounter• with 
Al iem;" recently released ;,., paperback has c-lready put him on 
virtually every major U.S. ta.I J~ ~howo And he is the snan of the 
moment !mlong UFO enthusiasts b•cause his Pulitzer prize and 
Harvard credentials have lent an oir of cr•dibility to beliefs 
and theories fQng shunned by academia and the serious scientific 
community .. 

But Mack is atso frequently th• butt of jokes and derision 
-- none of which has done Harv~rd's image any good. For example' 
a lengthy article on Ma~k in the Boston Gl~be last year bor~ the 
hea43 I t rte "E.T. phor.e Harvard." 

And one a I I eged e.bduc t:@e cc.unse I ed tty Me1ck turned out to be 
a writer working undercover, who told Timei magazine she had 
f'ooled Mack into t•el ieving that. while aboard a UFO it• 1962• she 
had met President J<.thn Kennedy arid Sovi•t Pr'emier Nikita 
Khrushchev during the Cuban missl le cFisis. 

After the deceptlon w~s revealed' Mack responded by 
suggesting that th• woman may t1ave been abducted by a I i ens after 
all and later tried to suppress the experience. 

Harv•rd's 5ecret probe of Mack's actitivies surfaced last 
month after one or his former lawyers distributed a letter to 
UFO supporters warning that the un;versity was trying to 
"silence" Mack. The un~versity has refused ~II comment on the 
investigiRtion, but it is repor·cedly CQncerned that Mack 
encourages his patients to be I i eve they have lnuu-. abducted by 
•Mtraterre5trials when there may wel I be perfectly valid 
psychofogicial diagnoses of their probJems. 

Mack disagrees. "Th• psycho f f!>9 l cal approaches tCI this have 
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been proven pretty iSolidly i,ankv-upt for about 2:5 years'" he 
said. 

Asked in an interview to cite a single• compel ling case that 
might convince doubters' Mack declined~ saying sk•ptics can 
alway~ poke holes in a l•gitimate case. 

He cited the example of UFO photographs taken in Gulf 
Breeze• Florida. Skeptics branded the picturefi a hoax after a 
UFO model was found hidden in the phQtographer's attic and a 
young neighbor told h9w he helped the phot99rapher make the 
picture•· Ma~k contend• that the model wa~ ''planted" and the 
youth "was put up to it by his father tt> do this as a scam." 

Mack believes the alien abdu~tors are from another 
dimension. Th•t would explain how the extraterr~strials can 
defy known pl'\ysical laws. I ike passing through wal Is. "A 
phenomenon like this that apparently originates in another 
dimension -- a parallel universe• whatever yo~ want to eall it 
-- and shows ~P in our p~ysicat world and has physical effects 
doesn't yie1d to the demand" for ta.flgible evidenc•t he •aid. 

He also thinks the ;liens a~e trying to send us a message. 
"The fa.ct of the matter is that we have 15 to 20 ye~t"'S 

before the psychologicalt mQralt physicatt and environmental 
collapse of the Earth as a living entity becomes altogether a 
reality. This is scientific• predictable fact if you just move 
the clock ahead from what's going Qn now," he saida 

Undeterred by Hat"vard' s •2row i ng unease with hi!!. work and 
reputation• Mack is determined to keep pushing his messag•, if 
only because h• is convinc@d his work help9 abductees. 

"Th•re are hundt""eds of theousand-.;' if not mi I I ions of these 
individuals in this country alone•" he 5ai4. "So from the 
point o~ hefping the peopte1 I think it's been worthwhife." 
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