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=-UFD (SCHEDULED FEATURE) . CNN H
Harvard's UFO expert proebed over ailien abduction theory 2.Y2“~13 ~

By Gene Emery

CAMBRIDGE: Massachusetts (Reuter?) - Even by the sometimes
ccentric standards of his colleagues on the teaching staff at
larvards Dr John Maeks is an oddidy.

Macks & psychiatrist attached to Harvard's prestigious
tedical Bchools believes millicons of humans may have been
abducted by space aliens. His work is heing investigated by a
nanel appointed by the dean of the medical school -- a rare and
uncomfortable position for a tenured professor.

This week Macks breaking a long silences agreed to take
questiaons fram reporters an & conference call. He seemed to be a
man wrestling with two parattel! universes.

Whitle admirers have compared his voeyage inte the realm of
Unidentified Flying Qbjects (UFQs) with that of Columbus,
critics are raising serious questicons about his methods for
treating pecple wha believe they have been kidnapped and
sub jected to experimends by scmetimes-hostile aliens.

Asked if he has paid a price for exploring a tapic many
peeple redgard as just plain keookys Mack responded:

"absolutely.” The costs he saides has come in "energys times
moneys attack and criticism. On the other bhands it's been worth
it because I think it's contributed to opeming peaple’s minds ta
some shift in conscinusness."”

In many wayss these are the best and the worst of times for
the talented Harvard professors whe won a 1977 Pulitzer Pricze
for his bicgraphy of T.E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia).

His hardcover bhestseller "Abductians: Humam Encounters with
Aliens” recently released in paperback has already put him an
virtually every major U.S. talk show. And he is the man of the
moment among UFQ enthusiasts because his Pulitzer prize and
Harvard credentials have lent an air of credibility to beliefs
and theories i¢ng shunned by academia and the sericus scientific
cemmunity.

But Mack is also Frequentiy the butt of jokes and derision
~- none of which has done Harvard's image any good. For examples
a lengthy article on Mack in the Boston Giche last year bore the
headiine "E.T. phene Harvard."

And cne alleged ahductee ceounseled by Mack turned out to ke
a writer working undevcovers, whe tald Time magazine she had
foaoled Mack into telieving thats while aboard a UFD in 1962s she
had met President Juhn Kennedy and Soviet Premier Nikita
Khrushthev during the Cuban missile crisis.

After the decepticn was revealeds Mack responded by
suggesting that the woman may have hkeen abducted by aliens after
all and later tried to suppress the experience.

Harvard's secret probe of Mack's actitivies surfaced tast
month after ome of his Former Jawyers distributed a letter to
UFQ supporters warning that the university was trying to
"silence” Mack. The university has refused ai! comment on the
investigations but it is reportedly concerned that Mack
enccurages his patients ¢te helieve they have been abducted by
extraterrestrials when there may weil be perfectly valid
psycholiogicial diagnoses of their probiems.

Mack disagrees. "The psychalngical approaches to this have
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been proven pretty solidiy bankrupt for about 25 yearss“ he
said.

Asked in an interview to cite a single. compelling case that
might convince doubterss Mack dectineds saying skeptics can
always poke heoles in a legitimate case.

He cited the example of UFDO photographs takem in Gulf
Breezes Florida. Skeptics branded the pictures a hoax after a
UFD mode!l was found hidden in the photographer's attic and a
young aeighbor told how he heiped the photographer make the
pittures. Mack contends that the moede! was “planted" and the
y2uth "was put up to it by his father to do this as & scam."”

Mack believes the atien abductors are frem another
dimension. That would explain how the extraterrestrials can
defy known physical lawse like passing through walis. "A
phenomenon like this that apparentiy originates in another
dimensinn -—- a paraliel! universes whatever you want to eall it
-- and shows up in sur physical world and has physical effects
dnasn't yield to the demand" for tangible evidences he said.

He alsns thinks the aliens are trying to send us a message.

"The fact of the matter is that we have 15 to 20 years
before the psyrcheiojicaly morais physical: and environmental
tollapse of the Earth as a tiving entity becomes altegether a
reality. This is scientifics predictabie fact if you just move
the ciock ahead from what's gning on nows" he said.

Undeterved by Harvard's growing unease with his work and
reputations Mack is determined to keep pushing his messages if
oenly because he is convinced his work helps abductees.

“There are hundreds of thousandss if not millions of these
individuals in this country aleney" he said. "So from the

point of helping the pecpley I think it's been worthwhile."
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